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Phelan Gardens State of the Union:
Weathering the Economic Storm with Gratitude

For over 30 years, the Phelan family has been in the encouraging was feedback from a panel of gardeners at

greenhouse business. During that time we have come our annual regional convention. When asked about

to view our employees and customers as an extension budget concerns they indicated they would choose to cut

of our family. Because of this, we are touched by the down in other areas (i.e. travel/eating out) so that they

concern we have felt from many of you during these could still enjoy one of their favorite hobbies:

uncertain times. gardening. These types of
"N 3:’ responses from gardeners

across the country cause

many in our industry to be

g cautiously optimistic,

4 despite these hard eco-

7

| nomic times.

Certainly our business has \
been affected. However,

we have been around long
enough to know that there
are up years and down “
years. Between the weathg
and the economy we, like 8
most businesses, have had
a challenging year.

%4 In spite of rising costs on
@2 everything from plant
material, to freight, to
| water rates, we have
g striven to bring you quality
products at an affordable
price. We will continue to

But there is much about
which we are optimistic.
Many people chose this yed
to focus on home, to enha do so and to provide the

their outdoor living spaces B o8 customer service you need
and improve their property < 3 . - . to be successful in your
values. Others took up gardening for relaxation gardening efforts.

and stress release. Vegetable gardening surged in

popularity as people realized the value of home grown  We recognize that each of you is experiencing in your
produce. Even staff at the White House cultivated a personal life the same challenges we face in our business.
vegetable garden for the first time in years! Summer All of us have had to reassess our priorities and redefine
moisture was abundant, offering landscapes a benefi-  our lives to some extent. We appreciate that you have
cial deep soak and homeowners a reprieve from typical continued to include us in your lives, and we are proud to
water bills. People everywhere are expressing a desire be part of your landscaping and gardening experiences.
to be closer to nature, and gardening is answering that We appreciate your patronage and friendship!

need for many. All of these things give us hope for the

coming year.

Industry information* indicates that, like many busi- Mark and Monica Phelan

nesses, overall sales for the fgr eeddN&gPheaaEardens Sffe r o
down. However, bedding plant sales were stable and
sales of vegetables saw a 27.7% increase! Also *Sources: Grower Talks August 2009, ProGreen Expo, January 2009

Printed on recycled papér Keep it going! Pass this newsletter along to your gardening friends.



What are bonsai? A number of recognized styles can be used, dependihg

on the type of tree: formal upright, informal upright, cas-

. - . cade, windswept, brooishape, root over rock, weeping,
Bonsai are artistically trained healthy and dwarfed trees | iaasi /abstract etc. The composition can have one r
or other woody perennials growing in relatively shallgw

) . | ees and, ideally,| ca
containers. (Prghoantchad Bm%rﬁo?%‘%r?\@l through a magical miniature landschpe.
l'iterally means Atray pl apn
Living outdoors an_d requiring_their (N Saikei involves creating miniature
caretakers to provide them with Wi\ e SEEE |andscapes in varying sizes with empha-
water, nutrients and protection why N 4 &\ | sis on proportion and landscape features.
needed, these neveri nrs he B \ 4 Multiple or single trees are used with
scul ptures arownes f a7 N 3 choices of rocks, grasses, or water to
specimens that have been shapeq i f /_’/ +| simulate a landscape view. Small
the elements over the_ course of m B o> /. [y,,| porcelain figures of people, animals,
years. Th_ey can remind us of our NSl buildings, or the like are less commonly
relatlonshlp to nature gnd help us HUA added to provide visual scale and theme.
appreciate the giants in our yard, The trees used in these plantings can |be
neighborhoods, and foresits. younger and less developed than those trees displayed

Most likely originating in China two thousand years individually.
ago with input from India, this gardening art was greatly | ;i ained or partitrained nursery container stock, land-
influenced by the Japqne_:se before being introduced to scapedug or mountaircollected (with permits) speci-
the Tes.t Qf the v_vorld within the pas_t century. Today_ there mens are the principle sources of material which we lise
are individuals in some 800 clubs in over 90 countries |, the Colorado Springs area. Other important sources
and territories who share an interest in this art form. are branch or root cuttings, 4@tyering, or grafting.
Starting from seeds can be done, but usually it is just for
educational purposésnot to get a bonsai in a reasongble
amount of time.

Confining the root ball of the tree in an aesthetically
designed and complementary container (with bottom
drainage holes) limits how vigorously the plant will

grow. The pinching_of buds, pruning and vv_iring of We share an interest in this hobby and art form for the
branches and trunk is done to shape and direct growln, | .. maraderie, knowledge, challenge, creativity and rejc-
keeping the top in balance with the roots. Enough water reation it provides.

fertilizer, sunlight, and fresh air are given to maintain Originally bublished in Desianing Dwarfs in the Desertb
. riginally published in Designing Dwarfs in the Desert by
good health but not promote excessive growth. Robert J. Baran (Pyramid Dancer Publications, 1997), pg.

=

The Pikes Peak Bonsai Society meets monthly at Phelan Gardens

OMMUNITY

We had a great experience in
working with Eagle Scout
Cameron Halverson in
contributing to the memorial
garden at St.
for fallen officer Jared Jensen.
As you may know, Jared was
killed in the line of duty on
February 22, 2006. Cameron Eif = Sraaee b <
has the tenacity of a Virginia  We are proud to support Pikes Peak Urban
Creeper vine in terms of Gardens with not only a monetary contribu-
figetting it dopgebh but also the chil
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at Venetucci Farm near Fountain.
Thank you for the opportunity to give back to our community.



Conserving Water: likely to
be a hot topic in 2010

Due to unusually abundant rainfall
this past summer, homeowners mz
not have felt the 41% increase in
water rates imposed by Colorado
Springs Utilities (CSU) earlier this
year. Unfortunately, CSU may wa
to increase water fees again in 20
Reasons include: fewer tap fees, t
southern water delivery project, a
ongoing upgrades to water distrib
tion. Higher rates combined with
Col or ad o 6 s-arit glipate
will certainly have many seeking
means to conserve water in the
landscape. Below are a few of
our suggestions.

Turf Grass

Realize that you may be overwatering your lawn. Craig Giesbercht,
owner of Green Belt Turf Farm recommends watering established
bluegrass only twice a week, early mornings preferred when condition
are calm. Craig offers two types of sod grass: perennial rye and blue:
grass mix. He shares that the rye is more heat tolerant but bluegrass
continues to be the preferred sod for recovery under drought condi-
tions. As always, proper soil prep PRIOR to seeding or laying sod is
crucial to plant survival during dry periods.

Second, consider downsizing your lawn area. Eliminate grass in diffi-
cult areas such as on slopes (the most difficult area to maintain grass)
and under trees (mulch instead). Identify practical turf areas and re-
move excess lawn not used for foot traffic or play areas. Converting
these excess areas to something with lower-gaard water needs

such as a perennial border, shrub planting or even an edible garden c
provide a water saving alternative.

Sprinklers

Are your sprinklers old and inefficient? If so, considerirrigation
checkup or even makeover. Newer irrigation systems such as Metafin
provide a means to eliminate evaporation and wasted water since they
are installed below ground. Our neighbors at Sprinkler World also
offer solutions to convert existing overhead zones (which lose a lot of
water to evaporation) to more efficient drip irrigation methods. Addi-
tionally, rebate programs are available through CSU for rain sensors o
rotary heads.

Landscape Renovation

In light of the rate increase, updating a landscape for both curb appea
and water reduction is a sensible investment. Bring in your photos
anytime to get some coaching as it relates to landscape changes you
considering. If a more personalized landscape consultation is pre-
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ferred, call to set up an appointment at-8058.
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Gardening Q & A

Q: What should | prune this fall?

Regular pruning is one of the best ways to
maintain and rejuvenate woody plants in
your yard. Howevemnostshrubs do not
need to be pruned every year especially
new ones. Pruning is most beneficial to
older shrubs Having said that, deadhead-
ing spent flowers or removing dead
branches can be done anytime. However,
since fall is a transition time when early
damaging freezes can occur without
warning, you may want to wait on more
extensive pruningThe safest bet in prun-
ing, is that almost all shrubs can be pruned
in the winter, when they are dormant. This
is an easy way to help maintain shape. If a
major prune is required, it should be done
in late winter or early spring since a fall
pruning can leave new growth susceptible
to damage from early freezes. We receive
many questions about pruning. If you
have questions about pruning times for
specific shrubs, we
your questions.

Q: What plants can | bring
inside?

Most of the annuals for sun (with the ex-
ception of geraniums) are better left out-
side. However, many shade loving annu-
als can be happy on a sunny windowsill
for a few more months. Good candidates
include begonias (netuberous types),
coleus, and new guinea impatiens. They
will acclimate better if given a trim when
you bring them inside.

0

Q: Is this a good time to plant?
Fall is the perfect time for planting! Chill-
ier nights do cause the soil to cool down,
however, our warm days prevent the soll
temperature from dropping too low. Al-
though plants ultimately go dormant in
October(or November), there will be vig-
orous root development prior to that. An-
other benefit of planting now rather than
waiting until next year is that plants will
be fully established and substantially lar-

hrger when they emerge in the spring than

those purchased and installed at that time.
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15% Off
Spring Flowering Bulbs

(crocus, daffodils, tulips, hyacinth)
Expires 915-09
one coupon per customer

15% Off
Lawn Winterizer

Expires 930-09
One coupon per customer
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Come see us for Fall maintenance supplies.
In stock now:

Lawn Winterizer
Rose Collars
Tree Wrap
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